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Y ear of Annual Rainfall LakeLife Impact

Rise (mm) (years) o

1810 >4 miz covered

1863 >1mi2covered

1874 <1863 Lake

1886 2794

1916 3,205 3 >0.7 mi2, 8 houses
covered, 2 lives |ost

1933 3,582 >3 0.8 mi2 (500 acres), 18 16-year
houses covered, 1 lifelost event

1963

1970

1974 >3

1988

2002

2005- 3,398 (in 2005) Still rising 0.70 mi2, 12 houses

covered 2 lives lost



1964: The Moneague Lake in 51 Ann, which has been rising since last November, now cov-
ers2 acres of land east of the town and is 12 feet deep in places. People in the arca are
enjoying boal rides by canoe, and a frw visitars staying in hotels in Ccho Rios trav-
elled to the lnke yesterday. New Year Y Day, for sight seeing boat rides, .
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1965: Anita Mahfood, 2 25-year-old dancer whose S1age name was MargueriL, is stabbed 1o
death early in the moming afier retuming home from an engagement at the Baby
Grand Clob in Cross Roads, St. Andrew. Margierita was marmed 1o British Hondoras
boxer Rudolph Bent, and received her divorce Tast November on the ground of cruelty
She made her first apeparance on stage at a Vere Johns Opportunity Show at the age of
12, and played the role of a night club dancer in the documentary. “It Can Happen To
You~ made by the Jamaica Film Unit.
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" y9B4: After 27 years as principal of the Hamplon Girls School in St. Elizabeth. Glona
Wesleygammon is succeeded by Ivy Mitchell N
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Today's Memory Gem:
“De meek shall inherit the eart” -
an'’ de fullness thereof - .
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THIE MOMEAOUE LAKE: UNITY VALLEY.
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the Vie- {From: our Correspondent).
- Moneague, Oect. 23.—The local,
nd G- lakes. around' Moneigue  have been
loverfiowlng with jain watet since
vy, ihe last week, and there seems gome
Seérgt. i source of Hn up-fiow of o, great bulk
school| of water from the deep-buried rocks.
¢ :Goy-1 The vast:area of about 1% miles in
Clarke, | etrgnmTerence on the Ho. Col. Bar-
tin, -0f] rote’s property at Rio Hoe, is covered
rai Lhe} completoly « with  water. This s
:uBeSSL) known ag ‘Tadmore Lake.' .
%, :the|  “Zwamp; Big Pond, Mary Sterling, |1
# andiand walten', are noted lakes, which
- - ihave all peen -united. by local stralta
headelt | apg channels into one loug expanse
ol BO¥Lof fresh water stretching for miles
4 band) from one pen ta Lhe other. .
e 04 phe seene is most beautiful, In
broughl orogping down L. Diablo on your
G "'“f‘ way from St. Fazith's Pen to -Mon-
I Diy apune, the pleusant scene takes tho
Lheil ove and presents itself a Torm ot
caioy | MAtHTE hlessed-to behold.
ces8ion " yyarer dueks, eoots  and  other !
Amer’s| gy dot the sarface, and makes flug
©# e0m-{ game for the gunner. - It is all water, | 1
0 lh“'“ cpo), fresh, and besutiful,
Eho=eq . “rhe rain -continves day and night.y-
es3i0N | Brigees for pedestrians are  intin-
\. Da-| @3led. The rarochial Board had.to
e =47 eut through privale properties in or-
"_’,”""'l' der to make the people et out to
i’?me'{. i shop and de their business. .
o 2 The main road betweon Moneague
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%% P | prople across. They have alse sent
Saant | a new one to exipedite rravelling oo
e i | the  Monesgue lake. Boilbh wkes
= ;If | have julned lugelber

| The waterz are secking new lev-
* | ple and will make anather bloek
i r ou the River Hend road below Wat
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.ﬁn:rdV} and River Head was damaged by the

Hope volume of waler hetween two lakes,
i Ohe | when the stream was rapidly seekins
Jutaiit| poevel, A sort of tunnel continnes
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Y from thence Chere 18 llkeiinnod of et | to facilitate the How, on top of which
fts turning through Dairymnle luctors | 1o road remains sorsewhat safe.
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1811: The Moneague Lake, which started falling six weeks ago now covers 3 square miles
of land. So far it has fallen 2' 8" of its perspective, and is falling approximately
1/2" per day. Because properties have been destroyed by the lake, the Vestry
has withdrawn taxes for the properties which have been inundated.

diglect tradition of Dunbar,
1934: Acting Governor, Sir Arthur Jeff, and other senior officials visit the Moneague

Lake in St. Ann to assess its potential as a tourist attraction. They find hundreds
.- of acres. roads gnd 18 houses in the area under water. Motor boais and canoes are
being used for ransport and recreabon, especially at weekends when visitors and
Jamaicans from Kingston and other parts of the island visit the site for picnics,
swimming and satling. The Lake slarted rising on August 15 last year, and a
quick search of historical records reveals that the lake appeared in May 1811, and
on other occasions,

1938: The first isspe of t]'u_a ]ﬂmli:l:'l Labour Weekly, a single sheet newsp print-
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Geologic Factors

*\olcanics —
runoff from -
which is recharge
to the Limestone
Formation

*Basin underlain
by White
Limestone
Formation

-Features; faults,
fractures and
sinkholes

-Water ponded by
low permeable
formation to the
north.







Rainfall [mm]
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Antecedent Conditions

Stream Flow White River @ Labyrinth vs. GYW Levels at BH 2A
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X-sec BH 1,11,12, Lydford Plant

Cross Section BH 1, 11, 12, Lydford Plant
Water Levels Dec. 29, 2005
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X-Sex BH 2,4,8

Cross Section BH 22,4, 8
Water Levels Dec. 28, 2005
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XSecBH 145,10

Ground Elevation [m amsl]
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Water Levels Dec. 29, 2005

— Ground Elevation
—— Groundwater elevation

2000

3000

4000 5000 go0o 0o

Distance [m]

g00o

8000

10000

11000




Map 1
Moneague Lake - Inundated Areas
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A Riverhead Spring

|:| Area Inundated (0ct 21, 05)- Huricane Wilma
[_] Area inundated - Hurricane D ennis & Emily
|:| Moneague Depressions

@ Boreholes (Wells)




Present Flooding

Moneague Lake

«Area covered 1,680,859°m

(415 acres)

Max depth — 12.5 m (41ft)

«Storage — 20 Mrh

*12 house inundated

*Road flooded - limited access
to communities

*Riverhead road depth — 7.5 m

*Rate of rise .01 ft /day

*Rate of decline-0.01 ft/day

Tadmore (Clapham) Lake
*Area covered 491468 sq. m
(121 acres)

»2 houses inundated
*Goshen road threatened
*Road in Village inundated
*Mining Pits open-risk to life
Lives severely affected
*High social cost




























Recommendations

Investigate the feasibility of dyking or raisinugtlevel of the threatened
Riverhead to Goshen Road and implement the apatepction.

Regular monitoring of the water quality and diss&ton information to the
community with the collaboration of the Ministry Efalth

Assess the suitability of the lake for recreatl@rderprises and provide
support for safe implementation.

Demarcate based on 1933 flood levels, the zoneapijaropriate landuse.
(Restrict the flood zones to agriculture)

Relocate houses from within the flood zones

Clean sinkholes once water has withdrawn and Kesmp open to assist with
drainage.

Record data, implement monitoring programme amdinf®rmation to give
early warning of future flooding



The citizsens of Moneague venerata
the iakes because- it stands almost un-
paralleled in our. island where forces
of maturs have destroyed our cuitiva-
tions, submerged our homes and at the
sama time counter-balanced their evil
by giving us the opportunity to 'con-
struct our hamboo rafis and other crafts
to earn a daily bread on the bosom of
the lakes. It gives pleasure to see how
the visitors smile as they stand on its
shores day sliter day. There i3 a sad
feature also which is that reports say
outsiders are contemplating to bring
boats here to compete or take away
the littla pittance that the rafts and
boats belonging to those whose felds
and lands are submoerged ars earning.
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